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These concepts do not explicitly 
deal with limits to growth

Green growth

Green new deal

Sustainable development

Technical progress

Cleaner production

Industrial ecology

Sustainable consumption

Higher quality of life

Improvement of well-being



Sustainable Degrowth

An òequitable downscaling of production and 
consumption that increases human well-being and 

enhances ecologicalconditions at the local and global level, 
in the short and long termó.

Cleaner Production 18 (2010) 511ï51

Degrowth is not a goal in itself



Clarifications of Sustainable
Degrowth

The first degrowth: degrowth of  inequity

Process of  transformation to multi-dimentional 

mildly-fluctuating sustainable state

Lower actual and potential consumption and 

production

Diverse : generalisable but unique lifestyles

Personal and collectiveat local and globallevels

Deeper democracy

Avoiding crises

Taking account of  global consequences

Innovative (frugal innovation)



Degrowth may be abouté
a- Bioeconomy: Degrowth of exploitation of natural ressources, 

Smith-Bleek, Georgescu-Roegen etc.

b- Ecology: Defense of ecosystems.Odum, etc... 

c- Diversity of Cultures: Challenge to profit making, 
development and uniformity. Latouche, Rist, Caillé etc.

d- Meaning of life: Bringing meaning in our relation to the 
world. Thoreau, Gandhi, Rabhi etc.

e- Democracy: Degrowth for democratization.Illich, Fotopoulos, 
Cheynet etc

f- Equality: Degrowth of inequality & exploitation of other 
humans. Kempf, Sachs, Ariès etc.

Source: inspired from Flipo



a- Resource constraints

Availability of  resources decreases (peak-
all) and we have to adapt

Georgescu denounces òthe fallacy of 
endless substitutionó



Forecast of energetic
growth in the world

International Energy Agency 2001
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ñforecastòof energetic degrowth 
in the world
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b- Ecosystems 

sustainability

Respect to ecosystems and life in 
general and critics of  industrial 
society



For human relations 
& Conviviality

c- Cultural diversity



There is another life outside market 
relations



For the meaning of life
d- Well -being

For òcoherence and unityó

Instead of  sharing our lives in 
contradicting social roles

Weber





For a deepening of 
democracy

e- Democracy

Institutions should be the product of  
citizens



Illich (1973) : above a multidimensional threshold, that 
has been largely passed already, the assumption that 
creative capacity increases with the increase of 
production and consumption capacity does not 
hold. Collectively agreed limits might be liberating. 







Inequality create endless frustration and 
vicious circle of status seeking through 
material possession. 

20% of humanity 
(industrialised countries)
contribute to:

f - Equality

¸86% of  world spending
¸87% of the carsõ ownership of the world (...)



There are more than 500 000 000 
cars in the world



With the generalisation of  the rate of  
motorization in the world, we would have 
6 times more cars in 50 years
(3 billions cars) 



1st degrowth
Conference
PARIS 2008


