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ñLess is moreò

Metal related materials can be 
efficiently and infinitely recycled, 

which makes them the basis for 

sustainable products and 

services

material

solutions
metals

application
know-how

recycling

material
solutions

chemistry
material science

metallurgy

Umicore today - a materials technology group



Sustainable materials for rechargeable batteries ïUmicore approach 4

Global market leadership in four divisions

Top 3 World Automotive catalysts

#1 World Brazing alloys & contact materials

Advanced Materials

Precious Metals 

Products & Catalysts

Precious Metals 

Services

Zinc Specialties

#1 World Precious metals recycling

#4 World PGM refiner

#1 World Zinc specialty products

#1 World Cobalt & Germanium materials

Top 2 World Rechargeable battery materials
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Insert key elements 1998 vs 

2008:
People
Sites

Add sites as dots

Umicore today: global footprint

Umicore

1999 2009

Revenues ú865m ú1,723.2m 

Number of sites 32 85

Workforce 8,065 13,720



Key aspects of Umicoreôs sustainability 

approach
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Key aspects of Umicoreôs sustainability 
approach

The Umicore Way describes the vision of the Group and the values we 

seek to promote

Code of Conduct for ethical business practice

Corporate Governance Charter sets out management philosophy and 

governance principles



Focus on clean technologies 

Commitment to R&D is paramount in 

Umicoreôs business
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Research & development expenditure: 
driving organic growth

Research & development 

expenditure

up 32% yearly over last 6 years

up 6% yearly since PMG 
acquisition

Stable level at some 6-7 % of 

revenues
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80% of R&D expenditure in clean tech domain

innovative technologies specifically designed to optimise

the use of natural resources and to reduce environmental impact

emission 

control
recycling

rechargeable 

batteries

photo-     

voltaics

fuel            

cells
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Creating value by reducing the use of rare and valuable materials

Where can Umicore play a role in Cleantech?

Materials for energy storage and 
sustainable energy production

Addressing resource scarcity and 
emissions by closing the materials 

loop

Less is More

Energy
Solutions

Recycling
Solutions

Technologies
to mitigate

environmental impacts

Environmental
Solutions
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Energy solutions: Rechargeable batteries
Storing energy

Umicore has leading position in cobalt-based active material (cathodes) for 

lithium-ion rechargeable batteries 

Portable electronics applications (mobile phones & laptops) drive growth

Success factors: lighter; smaller; high capacity; long life

Li-Ion battery market (in kcells)
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Energy solutions: Rechargeable batteries
Expanding to other applications

(Hybrid) Electric Vehicles

Power tools 

New materials offer the potential for 

Li-ion to become the key enabler for 

electrified drive trains
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An important part of Umicoreôs raw materials supply for its refining operations 

comes from secondary materials (end-of life materials and industrial by-products)

Umicore operates the worldôs largest precious metals recycling operation in 

Hoboken (Belgium) 

Hoboken processes some 350,000 tonnes every year from more than 200 

different materials

ñAbove ground miningò means less energy and less waste Ÿ more value

Recycling solutions
Recovering scarce and valuable metals

Spent industrial

catalysts

Electronic scrap Spent automotive

catalysts

Precious metal

bearing raw

materials

Non-ferrous

byproducts

Spent industrial

catalysts

Electronic scrap Spent automotive

catalysts

Precious metal

bearing raw

materials

Non-ferrous

byproducts


